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 Surveys frequent our 

inboxes asking about the stress 

we’re under, the hours we spend 

at a desk doing homework, and 

ways we try and cope with it all. 

Juniors and seniors are always 

joking about the immense 

workload we receive from IB, 

but in truth, we each have 

struggled at some point to play 

catch up after sick days or just to 

stay on pace with the demands of 

school, family, friends, and 

juggling everything in between. 

These issues doubtlessly exist in 

any school, but it seems to be a 

constant part of MCDS. 
 Something that Ms. 

Webb noted as a cause of this is 

that, first and foremost, MCDS is 

a college preparatory school, 

meaning whenever teachers 

consider lessening the workload, 

they’re always encountered with 

the same answer: But college. 

But college. Trying to keep 

students from stressing while 

also making them prime 

candidates for elite universities 

is an enigma, “if we decide to say 

this [ex. taking 5+ HLs] is too 

much, are we doing you a 

disservice? Are we limiting you 

by watching out for you?” 

explained Ms. Webb. Moreover, 

the insane expectations that 

colleges can have for students 

worsen the problem: “They want 

you to be perfect: grades, sports, 

volunteer,” all of which take 

time, time that’s difficult to find 

in between piles of assignments.  
topics, but by addressing 
them and trying to give you 
methods and vocabulary by 
which to discuss them, that 
you might be able to talk and 
think about them a little 
better.” 
 Having experienced 
everything we’re going 
through themselves, 
teachers also think that, 
“When you’re the adult in the 
room, it’s easy to feel I can 
give this amazing advice but 
sometimes it’s more 
important to just be there,” 
remarked Ms. Hendrickson, 
“But also, when we push kids 
to keep at something even 
when it gets tough, we set 
our students up to 
accomplish a lot - maybe 

 

 

  

Important Events of 

April 2018: 

• April 2018 • 
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2 ~ April Fools Day 

Pranks Prepare for April 

Fool’s Day with some fun pranks 

to pull on your friends or family. 

 

 3 ~ Recess Games Some 

fun ideas for games to play at 

recess as it warms up outside. 

 

4 ~ Indoor/Outdoor 

Quiz Have you ever wondered 

whether certain places are inside 

or outside? Read what some of 

your classmates think. 

 

5 ~ How Are We?  
Finish the article begun on this 

page about our emotional 

wellbeing at school.  

 

6 ~ Sketchpad Read about 

the new website that is going 

viral in the fifth grade and see 

some amazing art! 
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How Are We? 
By: Sophie Zhang ‘18 

 

 

Specifically at MCDS, sports 

commitments can be taxing on time 

“because of our one gym, travelling 

really far to games, and practices that 

run way later than other schools. None of 

us adults are working 8 hours, exercising, 

and then doing more work at home!”  
 Our teachers are fully conscious of 

these issues and their toll on our emotional 

health. As Ms. Soden puts it, “I think it’s 

really hard to teach children and not be 

aware that they are more than a receptacle 

for information.” They find cues in the way 

students react to their grades, drastic 

changes in their participation, and their 

behavior in general. In fact, all of them are 

attentive to us, the students whom they 

genuinely care about. While they do notice 

and sometimes inquire about how we are, 

they (understandably) feel unqualified to 

help in bigger ways. Ms. Judkins noted, “I 

think it’s really important for teachers to be 

aware of emotional wellness, but we’re 

also not counselors or therapists.” They do, 

however, communicate with one another, 

especially since some students connect 

better with certain teachers, and in this 

way, “we all have people we are looking 

out for,” acknowledged Ms. Judkins.  
Continued on page 5 
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All Wet 

 Paper cup with lid 

 Plastic wrap 

 Scissors or a pocket knife 

 Water 

 Victim 

 Rubber band 

1. Take off the lid of the paper cup. 

2. Cut out the bottom of the paper cup. 

3. Drape plastic wrap over the cup to make a bag 

and hold it on with the rubber band. 

4. Fill the bag with water. 

5. Cover the top of the cup with a sheet of plastic 

wrap so water won’t come out and put 

on the lid. 

6. Take off the rubber band: your bag will be held 

up by the lid. 

7. When your victim takes off the lid to see why 

the water isn't coming out, the bag of 

water will fall. 

 

Sud’den Catastrophe 

 Soap Bar 

 Clear Nail Polish(If your soap bar is colored then you 

can use nail polish the color of the soap bar.) 

 A Victim 

1. Take the soap bar and apply one coat of clear 

nail polish. 

2. Then, apply another coat. 

3. And another, until the bar of soap is coated 

thickly. 

4. Let the soap bar dry. 

5. Test your product: Put a bit of water on the 

bar and then scrub it on your hand. 

No suds should show up. If they do, 

then add a few more coats, let it dry, 

and retest your product. 

6. When your victim washes their hand or takes 

a shower they will not become clean 

because the soap will not created 

suds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

April Fool’s Day Pranks 
By: Rhea Yadav ‘21 and Xanthe 

Saalmann ‘24 

 

Toothpaste Oreos 

 Oreos 

 Mint flavored toothpaste (or any 

toothpaste that your victim doesn’t like) 

 A victim 

1. Grab a few Oreos and open all 

of them. 

2. Scrape the frosting off of the 

Oreos. 

3. Squirt a dot or two of toothpaste 

on each Oreo. 

4. Spread the toothpaste out on the 

Oreo and place the top of the 

Oreo back on top of  the filling. 

5. Optional: to harden the 

toothpaste a bit, you could stick 

your “Oreos” in the freezer for 

half an hour, and if they haven’t 

hardened by then, you should 

leave them in the freezer until 

they harden. 

6. Hand the “Oreos” to your victim 

and watch as they bite into their 

toothpaste flavored “Oreos”. 

My Mouse Doesn’t Work! 

 Computer 

 Computer Mouse 

 Duct Tape 

 Pen 

 Victim 

1. Take the computer mouse and locate the 

sensor. 

2. Put a piece of duct tape over the sensor. 

3. Write “April Fools!” on the duct tape. 

4. Open the computer and test to make sure 

the mouse doesn’t work. 
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What are you doing for 

Spring Break? 
By: Ben Luedtke ‘25, Henry Moritz ‘25, 

and Iain Vinson ‘25 

 

Elsa Moritz: “My parents are driving us (Elsa 

and Henry) to Door County.” 

Emily: “Going on a boat.” 

Lizzie Smith: “Going to California to see my 

grandparents.” 

Bodi: “I’m going to Florida.” 

Rimona Royer-Andrews : “Going to Kentucky to rock 

climb” 

Joe: “I’m going to St. Louis with Ben and Owen. 

Kenzie Kuenster: “I’m doin nothin.” 

Quinn: “I am staying home” 

Paul: “Stuff” 

Merrit: “I am not sure” 

Sam: “I don’t know yet” 
 
 

Lars: “Going to Arizona.” 

Anton: “Going to Jamaica.” 

Immy: “Turks and Caicos.” 

Campbell: “Going to Antigua.” 

Recess Games 
By: Ben Luedtke ‘25, Henry Moritz ‘25 

 
Are you bored at recess and don’t know what to do or aren't having fun with the game your playing?  
Well here are some great games that people play at recess: 
 

 

The game  Where you play If you like  

football Middle of the track field Catching and throwing a football  

foursquare In the parking lot by the middle 

school entrance 

If you like hitting a bouncing ball  

Basketball In the gym or at the  basketball 

hoops in the parking lot  

If you like shooting at a basketball hoop 

and stealing balls from people 
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Indoor Outdoor 

When you are in a convertible with the 

top down 

XXXX 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

When you are in a screen tent XXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

When you are in a dirt hole underground XXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

When you are in a glass greenhouse XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXX 

When you are in an outhouse XXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXX 

When you are under an awning with a 

chicken wire fence around it 

XXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

When you are standing in a doorway and 

exactly half of you is outside and half is 

inside 

XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXX 

When you are going down an 

uncovered  water slide that goes out of the 

building but then goes back in 

XXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX 

  

Outdoor/Indoor Quiz 
By: Elsa Moritz ‘23 

When you are in a glass greenhouse, filled with 

plants from outside and natural light, are you 

outside or inside? The answers to such 

technically pointless questions differ quite a lot 

from person to person, and are based entirely 

off of opinion. Here are several different 

scenarios, and what people consider them to 

be: 

The Etymology of 

Procrastination 
By: Katy Heizman ‘18 

This article was inspired by the 12th grade Spanish class as we often try to expand our vocabulary by 

substituting different prefixes and suffixes into different words. As an infamous procrastinator myself, I felt the 

need to take time to write this piece on different iterations of the word “procrastinate” created by the senior 

class. 
pro·cras·ti·nate 

prəˈkrastəˌnāt 
Verb 

To delay or postpone action; put off doing something. 
cras·ti·nate 

krastəˌnāt 
Verb 

To be unsure of what it is you are or are not working on. 
re·cras·ti·nate 

rēˈkrastəˌnāt 
Verb 

To remember that you have to do something, and put off doing it.. again. 
 
anti·cras·ti·nate 

ˈanˌtīˈkrastəˌnāt 
Verb 

Being productive in one subject so that you can avoid doing work in another. 
 
de·cras·ti·nate 

dēˈkrastəˌnāt 
Verb 
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How Are We? 
By: Sophie Zhang ‘18 

Continued from Page 1 

Even though there doesn’t exist an official 

framework for emotional teaching at MCDS, they all feel 

that it’s an unwritten part of their jobs: “We obviously 

don’t teach for the money, more so for the impact on the 

kids we work with,” said Mr. Childs, and even though the 

occasional ToK discussion can lead to slightly depressing 

thoughts such as what’s the purpose of anything? Mr. 

Childs added that, as a teacher, his “hope is that rather 

than shy away from challenging or dark topics, but by 

addressing them and trying to give you methods and 

vocabulary by which to discuss them, that you might be 

able to talk and think about them a little better.” 
 Having experienced everything we’re going 

through themselves, teachers also think that, “When 

you’re the adult in the room, it’s easy to feel I can give 

this amazing advice but sometimes it’s more important to 

just be there,” remarked Ms. Hendrickson, “But also,  

when we push kids to keep at something even when it 

gets tough, we set our students up to accomplish a lot - 

maybe even more than they thought possible. It’s a 

balance between being heavy handed and just being 

present.” Ms. Hendrickson also articulated the 

importance of being someone students can talk to, “it’s 

cathartic to get something off your chest,” a notion that 

Faye Lane (the storyteller who lead recent workshops) 

expressed as a healing benefit of sharing our experiences, 

because “We determine our perception of events by the 

way we frame and tell them.” So yes, the homework can 

be a bit much, but we’re surrounded by super supportive 

people who truly care about their students. 

If you are feeling particularly overwhelmed or need 

additional support, Mr. Soden, Mrs. Davis, and Mr. 

Koehler are great resources. 

 

Comic 
By: Alec Coy-Bjork ‘23 
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Lately, a website has caught the eye of almost all 

5th graders! This website is called Sketchpad. In this 

article I will be telling you about the website that is, 

you could say, going viral. I will also be showing 

several images during this article.  

 Sketchpad is a drawing website with many 

features. Of course, with all these features there are 

many possibilities! The most popular brush that my 

classmates have been using is the Mirror Brush. The 

mirror brush will imitate what you draw around the 

perimeter of the page. With this feature you can also 

adjust the number of sides that you want to have. Here 

are some examples of the mirror brush (right and 

below): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now time to give some glory! If you are 

wondering who found this intriguing website, that 

honor would go to my friend Tushti Misra. Tushti said 

that she, well, just looked up “drawing websites” and 

scrolled down and found Sketchpad! Tushti said that 

personally her favorite brush is the Mirror brush. 

Tushti also provided some of her favorite features! She 

says that it is useful to be able to upload your own 

pictures to the website. She also said that she liked how 

there are many different brushes so your creativity can 
spread across the page. Here are some of her artworks 

(below): 

As you can see, 

Tushti is an exceptional artist! 

 

 

 

 

Sketch Pad: 
A new website that is going 

viral in 5th grade 
By: Kenzie Kuenster ‘25 

 

Some of my classmates have been kind enough to 

send me their Sketchpad creations!  

 


